
Though He Is Not Far from Each One of Us: Part Two 
 

Although I am aware of the intellectual arguments for Jesus’ resurrection and find them 

to be persuasive, I believe in the resurrected Jesus more because of my own encounters 

with the presence of God – because I have found like Paul that God “is not far from each 

one of us” (Acts 17:27). It was this that Jesus always taught, as in praying to God in John 

17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent.” Jesus prays that we might know God, that we might connect 

to God directly, encounter his presence, know him intimately as only two people who 

love one another can, and experience the divine flow so that streams of living water 

might flow from within us. And this he calls eternal life! 

 

It is such a great truth. And yes, I think of life after death in Heaven, but not floating in 

clouds, rather being released into a creation restored, renewed, liberated from its current 

bondage to decay, being with God, personally knowing Jesus, being caught up in the 

Spirit. I think of glorious adventure, of spiritual companions, of taking on the role for 

which I have been being prepared this whole lifetime. And I look forward to the 

redemption of my body, to not being held back by sin, by ego, by being ravaged by fear, 

stress and self-consciousness.   

 

And yet even that is not what Jesus is talking about when he speaks of eternal life. Look 

again at John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God.” 

Do you see what he’s saying? It’s a point that’s made over and over again in the Gospel 

of John. Eternal life is a present reality. Eternal life, this quality of the age to come, 

timeless life (that captures it, sort of!), life that circumstance and death cannot destroy, 

happens now. Right here, right now.   

 

So Jesus would say in John 5:24, “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over 

from death to life.” It’s ours now, or it could be if we would just stop and look and see, if 

we would break into our preoccupations with ourselves and know God. It’s ours now, this 

life filled with expectancy, a sure, settled conviction that good will happen, this life 

surrounded by grace, animated by trust, this transcendent life, increasingly conscious of 

God within us and all around us, as close as the air we breathe, no, even closer, inside us, 

this joyful life, often euphoric, inseparable from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.  

God is not far from each one of us.  

 

It’s as C.S. Lewis said in his great spiritual classic, The Great Divorce, “Earth, I think, 

will not be found by anyone to be in the end a very distinct place. I think earth, if chosen 

instead of Heaven, will turn out to have been, all along, only a region in Hell; and earth, 

if put second to Heaven, will turn out to have been from the beginning a part of Heaven 

itself.” It comes down to knowing God, to being still and aware of God’s presence within 

and all around us. It comes down to sensing God’s love pouring into us and joy and 

vitality pouring out of us. It comes down to feeling one with God, open to the divine flow, 

streams of living water flowing from within us. Or again back we go to Paul’s speech in 

Athens, this time his quotation of a Greek poet, “In him [God], we live and move and 



have our being” (Acts 17:28). And he’s able to quote a Greek poet, a poet thought to be 

pagan, because we’ve all always known this!  In him we live and move and have our 

being. God’s right here. Right now.  

 

This takes us back to something we said about dimension earlier in this series. Do you 

remember it? Did you get it? Let’s think it through again.  

 

Imagine dimensions beyond the three we see – length and width and height. Imagine a 

fourth one, a fourth dimension. Scientists tell us there are many more than four! Ten, 

eleven, maybe more. Just stick with one more.    

 

Imagine how a being who could operate in that fourth dimension would be perceived by 

us.1 Well, you can’t. I can’t. We can’t. But maybe we can imagine a two-dimensional 

universe, a flatland, just length and width.  Imagine two “people” in this flatland; they 

can only see in two dimensions, along the length-width plane that they are on. And I, a 

three-dimensional being, come right up to them. I’m not on their plane. They can’t see 

me. And I put the palm of my hand so very, very close to them, right up against them. 

And one of them says, “Hey, did you sense that?   

 

– “What?” the other says.   

 

– “I thought I sensed something.  Did you?”  

 

– “Nope!”  

 

– “You didn’t?  It was right here!”     

 

And the other says, “You’re crazy, you know that!  You’re crazy!”   

 

But who is right and who is wrong?  

 

Or suppose that I, this three-dimensional me, decides to really interact with them, and I 

just stick my hand fingers-first straight into their 2-D world, right through the plane they 

live on. And now they both see something. Five circles, different sizes, different times, 

first one, then another; finally my thumb makes it through. And one, the skeptic, says, 

“So what? Five circles! Big deal!”   

 

And the other says, “No, I think they’re all somehow connected here! I think there’s a 

pattern. These five circles are connected. Something’s going on!” And the other says, 

“You’re crazy!”   

 

But who is right and who is wrong?   

 

So I think of the just resurrected Jesus those two Sunday evenings in Jerusalem. It 

happens on the evening of that first Resurrection Sunday. It also happens again a week 

later (all this in John 20). The doors are locked. And Jesus just shows up in the middle of 



his disciples. Just maybe we have here an encounter like this: a hint of higher reality, of a 

God who moves through the fourth dimension – or however many dimension there are. 

And so he is as close as the air we breathe. No, he is closer. Literally, in him we live and 

move and have our being.  God is always right here, right now. Though our doors are 

locked, he is here among us.  

 

The challenge is always to encounter the presence of God, to be still and aware of the 

presence of God within and all around us, the presence of a loving God who is not far 

from each one of us, who promises, “I will be found by you,” who offers us life filled 

with expectancy, a sure, settled conviction that good will happen, life surrounded by 

grace, animated by trust, transcendent life increasingly conscious of God within us and 

all around us, as close as the air we breathe, no, even closer, inside us, joyful life, often 

euphoric, inseparable from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.  

 

All this is evidence of resurrection. We deny or defy God only at great risk to ourselves.  

In him we live and move and have our being. Or we don’t. And if we realize this, all sorts 

of things become possible including rising out of ourselves, letting go of the way we’re 

stuck in and on ourselves, experiencing God’s love poured into us and joy and vitality 

pouring out of us, feeling one with God, open to the divine flow, streams of living water 

flowing from within us.   

 – Dale Pauls 

                                                 
1  Drawing on an illustration by Rob Bell in his excellent presentation and later DVD, “Everything Is 

Spiritual.”  


